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I. INTRO: WHY STRUCTURE? WHY HARP AND BOWL? 

A. As we look both at God and his creation, we see that God works through structure. Not just any 
structure, but a flow that brings life, health and joy.  

1. When we look at the relationship the Triune God has, we see order. The Father has his 
role, the Son has his role and so too does Holy Spirit. They work together as one, each 
loving one another fully and giving honor to one another. This is one thing that I marvel 
at in Jesus’ leadership in the church. One day, he will bring us all together, under His 
leadership, and we, who have many different ideas, opinions, etc, will be fully unified! 
Amazing!  

2. The human body is full of healthy structure. We have a circulatory system, a skeletal 
system and a repertory system (just naming the basics). Each work together for the good 
of the body. Sickness and pain come when these life giving systems are interrupted. Life 
flows through the bodies systems.  

3. Not all structure and order are life giving. We can look at the governments/dictatorships 
of the earth and see that not all leadership and order are healthy and promote life. But just 
because something is done wrongly, does not mean we throw the baby out with the 
bathwater. We want to look to God, and take our cues from Him.  

4. Within a symphony, there are governing principles that give it organization and form, and 
are conducive to allowing a corporate, complex, multifaceted and diverse, yet unified and 
harmonious, creative expression to be realized.   

5. Without these principles, the form of “symphony” could not exist.  The governing 
principles facilitate rather than hinder the creative expression of the corporate whole. 

B. Our desire is to have a structure that enhances the flow of the Holy Spirit. The Harp and Bowl 
model is designed on the premise that a right structure enhances a creative expression of the 
Holy Spirit in the context of a corporate team even more than individualistic spontaneous 
expression. I have experienced different models of worship and also different individual 
spontaneous expressions that are beautiful. The harp and bowl model is not the only model that 
‘works.’ However, in my experience, I’ve found that this model works wonders for a vision of 
sustainable, unceasing corporate prophetic prayer and worship.  

1. Why harp and bowl? In Revelation 4 and 5, we see the picture of the throne room. The 
worship before God never ceases. In Rev. 5, we see the 24 elders falling down before the 
Lamb, each having a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the 
saints. We see here, worship and prayer are together around the throne.  
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2. There is worship with prayer going up before the throne of God night and day and we 
want to join in! David, in Psalm 27.4, gives us a vision for encounter with God: “One 
thing I have desired of the Lord, That will I seek: That I may dwell in the house of the 
Lord All the days of my life, To behold the beauty of the Lord,  And to inquire in His 
temple.” 

a. David’s one desire is to dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of his life. He 
wants to be with God!  

b. What will he do in God’s house?  

(1) To behold the beauty of the Lord- to be fascinated with Jesus. To worship him 
in spirit and in truth. Again, worship! (Harp) We too want to be fascinated with 
the beauty of God. 

(2) To inquire in his temple- prayer (bowl). In Ps 2 and 110, David hears God 
talking to God! He hears the divine conversation around the throne! “The Lord 
said to my Lord…” and “you are my son…ask of me to give you the nations as an 
inheritance.” We too, want to stand in God’s counsel and hear what is on His 
heart and to agree with Jesus, who intercedes for us (Heb 7.25). 

II. FULLNESS IS ONLY AVAILABLE IN CONTEXT TO UNIFIED PRAYER 

 
“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!  …It is like the dew 
of Hermon, descending upon the mountains of Zion; FOR THERE THE LORD COMMANDED 
THE BLESSING – life forevermore.”  (Ps. 133:1-3) 

A. Commanded blessing – This speaks of the manifestation of the Holy Spirit’s presence and power 
in a way that neither man nor the devil can stop. The commanded blessing points to the greatest 
realm of power that is available to the church today. 
“…he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and GREATER WORKS THAN 
THESE HE WILL DO, because I go to My Father.”  (John 14:12) 

B. Praying in one accord was vital to the release of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. 

“These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication.”  (Acts 1:14) 
 
“…they were all with one accord in one place.  And suddenly there came a sound from 
heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole house…then there appeared to 
them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them.”  (Acts 2:1-3) 

 
“And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and 
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.  Now 
the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul… with great power the 
apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus.  And great grace was upon them 
all.”  (Acts 4:31-35) 
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“And through the hands of the apostles MANY SIGNS AND WONDERS were done among 
the people.  And they were ALL WITH ONE ACCORD in Solomon’s Porch.”  (Acts 5:12) 

C. There are Divine possibilities available only in unified anointed prayer.   

D. Our vision for the House of Prayer is to enter into the “commanded blessing” of the Lord. 

E. There is a ceiling in the spirit until the prayer flows in unity in the Holy Spirit. 

“you also helping together in prayer for us, that thanks may be given by many persons on our 
behalf for the gift granted to us through many.”  (2 Cor. 1:11) 

III. THREE VALUES THAT FACILITATE UNITY IN PRAYER  

A. Value #1: Mature Team Ministry – we go farther together as a symphony. 

1. Team ministry is necessary: 1) between the worship team and the intercessors;    2) 
between the prophetic singers (antiphonally); and, 3) all in the prayer room. 

2. The symphony is the goal because fullness only comes as we function as a Divine 
symphony.  God has put a limitation on each of us so that we can’t have a symphony 
without each other.  The Holy Spirit gives more as we function together in unity (1 Cor. 
12-14).   

3. This model is fashioned for all to work together, submitting to one another in love. We 
don’t promote “super stars.” It takes humility for those who are very skilled to support 
the less skilled and to encourage and build them up. We want to grow together and build 
one another up, not to show all what I can do.  

B. Value #2: Inclusiveness – everyone can participate. 

1. This is a model that the ungifted, untrained or uninspired can function in on a regular basis.  I 
don’t always feel like praying or worshiping. I don’t always feel inspired by Holy Spirit. This 
model helps me to get started, much like a scheduled prayer time helps me to pray more and a 
prayer list helps me to get started in praying. I can enter into worship and prayer, even when I’m 
tried, feeling spiritually empty, etc.  

2. Beginners in the team – team ministry allows for the immediate inclusion of all beginners.  Mal. 
4:6 teaches us that the old and young must flow together, mature and immature, seasoned and 
unseasoned musically.   

3. Our goal is to convince the less confident that they are wanted and that they belong on 
the team.  We want a model that can reach all, not just the musically and intellectual elite. 

C. Value # 3: Centrality of the Word – unifies our hearts with His and others. 
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1. God’s word. It’s his word. Not everyone can relate to my ‘journal language,’ but we can 
all relate to the bible. When we center around his word, we keep the worship and prayer 
centered on God and not our soul.  

2. We want to be a “singing seminary,” not just a gathering of church musicians who love 
music yet do not possess spiritual depth in the Word. We want to grow in the knowledge 
of God, to let it take root in our hearts, to transform us and change us into His likeness. 

3. God loves when we speak his language. As I’m learning Czech, I see people’s faces light 
up as I attempt to speak their language. God’s language, the bible, are His words, that last 
forever. When we speak His language, his heart is so excited!  

IV. A PRIMARY ISSUE IN FLOWING IN THE SPIRIT – CONFIDENCE 

A. A very important area to develop in order to equip us to flow in the anointing of the Holy Spirit 
is confidence, assurance or boldness in God.    

B. The God of the big target.  The Lord makes Himself easy to find instead of boasting in people 
who claim to be so finely tuned into God.  

1. I am not a good learner, but Jesus is a great teacher. 

2. I am not a good follower, but Jesus is a great leader. 

C.  “De-mystifying” the process – Partnership with Holy Spirit is practical. He loves to share his 
heart with us. We don’t need to be ‘super spiritual’ to encounter God.  

D. This prayer model is based on values that seek to dismantle fear in our intercessors, prophetic 
singers and musicians, etc.  Only as our fears begin to be subdued can we soar together as a 
team.  Fear locks our hearts. We must dismantle or fears in order to flow with creativity in God.    

E. Being out of our comfort zone – fear.  The struggle and discomfort of being out of our comfort 
zone is not the same as quenching the Holy Spirit.  It is awkward to flow at an intimate heart 
level with human beings we don’t know very well.   

F. The model acts is a permission-giving mechanism to dismantle fear.  Seeking to flow 
spontaneously and prophetically in front of others can be stressful and difficult. The model gives 
permission.  It empowers and gives boldness.  

G. Learning to flow together in the emotional and spiritual dynamics of prophetic worship can be a 
struggle because it is naturally awkward.  In my living room alone, I flow great! But when I’m in 
a room with others this is a different dynamic to navigate. This natural and inevitable struggle is 
sometimes wrongly misinterpreted as a spiritual hindrance. In other words, people think the 
Spirit isn’t moving or that they can’t flow freely in the Spirit when in reality there are usually 
just awkward human dynamics.   
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H. There are necessary, God-ordained, human dynamics involved in operating in the anointing of 
the Holy Spirit.  The human dynamics must be easy and predictable so we are not preoccupied 
with necessary human mechanics.  In this way, they become second nature to us so that in time 
we can become fully preoccupied with God Himself as we flow in the Holy Spirit in our model.   

 
Enjoyable Prayer and 16 Values of the Harp and Bowl Model 

I. THE PROMISE OF ENJOYABLE PRAYER – FOR EVERYONE  
 
“Also the sons of the foreigner who join themselves to the LORD…to love the name of the 
LORD…EVEN THEM I will bring to My holy mountain, and MAKE THEM JOYFUL in My house 
of prayer.”  (Isa. 56:6-7) 

A. The Lord will release joyful or enjoyable prayer to His church.  The only type of prayer that will 
continue night and day is enjoyable prayer.  Anointed enjoyable prayer is for everyone.   

B. Significant passages describing enjoyable prayer – Isa. 56; 62; Ps. 149; Rev. 4-5.   

C. The most significant passage related to enjoyable prayer outlines the beauty of God in context to 
the heavenly worship around the Throne (Rev. 4-5).  The beauty of God fascinates the heart and 
makes prayer enjoyable.  

THE FIRST EIGHT VALUES ARE RELATED TO EXPERIENCING ENJOYABLE PRAYER. 

II. VALUE #1 – ENJOYING INTIMACY WITH THE BEAUTIFUL GOD  
 

“ONE THING I HAVE DESIRED OF THE LORD, that will I seek:…all the days of my life, TO 
BEHOLD THE BEAUTY OF THE LORD….”  (Ps. 27:4) 

A. David’s life-long preoccupation was gazing on the beauty of God.  God’s beauty was central to 
the prayer ministry lead by King David.  In eternity, the subject of the beauty of God is our 
eternal preoccupation with God Himself.  He is the delight and the pleasure of His people 
forever.   

1. The revelation of God’s emotions and affections (burning desires) was also part of 
David’s special focus.   

2. The combination of God’s beauty with His emotions for human beings provides the 
essential ingredients of enjoyable prayer.  

3. The sustaining reality behind the Harp and Bowl prayer model of night and day prayer is 
to encounter God as we understand His beauty and affection. The power to engage in 
night and day prayer is found in having a heart that soars in God.  
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4. Our primary focus in prayer must be on God rather than on repenting of sin or binding 
the devil.  You cannot do this 24 hours a day for years and years.  Yes, we engage in 
these spiritual realities, but they are not the main focus of 24/7 prayer.  (importance of 
biblical, positive prayers) 

B. King David’s theology of prayer provides essential dynamics for enjoyable prayer  (Ps. 149; 16). 
David wrote of God’s pleasure, delight and affection for His people.   

1. King David taught the people to enjoy God.  In place of the word “rejoice” or “joyful” 
think of the word “enjoy.”    
“Let Israel rejoice (enjoy) in their Maker; let the children of Zion be joyful (enjoy) in 
their King.”  (Ps. 149:2) 

2. God delights or takes pleasure in His people.  At the heart of Davidic revelation is the 
understanding of God’s delight in us (even in our weakness).  The beauty God possesses, 
is the beauty He imparts to His people through redemption.   

“For the LORD takes pleasure in His people; He will beautify the humble with 
salvation.”  (Ps. 149:4) 

C. The first Person of the Trinity is a tender Father, and the second Person of the Trinity is a 
passionate Bridegroom.  The subjects of God the Father and Jesus the Bridegroom God are vital 
to the prayer movement.  I cannot over emphasize the value of the Song of Solomon and the 
doctrine of the Bride of Christ.  (we will look at this on another day) 

D. The bridal paradigm of the kingdom is essential to experiencing enjoyable night and day prayer. 
“You shall be called by a new name, which the mouth of the LORD will name.  You shall also 
be a crown of glory in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.  
You shall no longer be termed Forsaken, nor shall your land any more be termed Desolate; 
but you shall be called Hephzibah…for the LORD delights in you…  For as a young man 
marries a virgin, so shall your sons marry you; and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, 
so shall your God rejoice over you.  I have set watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem; they 
shall never hold their peace day or night.  You who make mention of the LORD, do not keep 
silent,”  (Isa. 62:2-6) 

1. Understanding our new name refers to understanding our new spiritual identity as being 
delighted in by God.   

2. Our spiritual identity is found in first being lovers of God before being workers for God.  
We are lovers before we are workers.  Lovers will always outwork the workers.  

3. The night and day perseverance in intercession (Isa. 62:6) is fueled by the confidence and 
assurance that God delights in us (Isa. 62:2-5). 

E. The Beauty of holiness is foundational to intimacy.   
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1. Spiritual principle – the Lord calls us to minister to Him in the beauty of holiness.  God’s 
beauty is the highest theme in our worship songs.  (Rev. 4:8; Isa. 6:3)  

2. The beauty of holiness is released through prophetic songs. 

3. The dedication song of Tabernacle of David; 

“Give to the LORD the glory due His name…Oh, worship the LORD in the beauty of 
holiness!”  (1 Chr. 16:29) 

4. Jehosophat’s strategy in warfare; – holiness protects us as well as being the context for 
effective warfare 

“…he appointed those who should sing to the LORD, and who should praise the 
beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army and were saying: ‘Praise the 
LORD, for His mercy endures forever.’”  (2 Chr. 20:21) 

5. The general call to the Bride. 

“Give unto the LORD the glory due to His name; worship the LORD in the beauty of 
holiness.”  (Ps. 29:2) 

“Oh, worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness! Tremble before Him, all the earth.”  
(Ps. 96:9) 

III. VALUE #2 COMBINING WORSHIP AND INTERCESSION 
 

“The twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each having a HARP, AND GOLDEN BOWLS 
full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.”  (Rev. 5:8)  

A. The harp speaks of God’s music and God’s songs in worship.  The bowls speak of God’s 
prayers.  Around the throne of God worship and intercession flow together.   

B. Spiritual warfare is essentially agreement with God’s heart.  Worship is agreement with who 
God is (“You are worthy, You are good,” etc.).  Intercession is agreement with what God 
promises to do (Lord release Your Spirit,” etc.).  When we declare the truth of who God is 
(worship), then our faith expands to then agree with what He promised to do (intercession).  
When we are preoccupied with who He is, then we sustain our faith in interceding for the revival 
that He promised to release.   

IV. VALUE #3 PRAYING IN THE SPIRIT AND SPONTANEOUS SINGING – DEVELOPING A 
FLOWING HEART  

Two ways to sing spontaneously – singing with our spirit and with our understanding. 
 
“…I will sing WITH THE SPIRIT, and I will also sing WITH THE UNDERSTANDING.”  (1 Cor. 
14:15) 
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A. Singing with our spirit in tongues.- Edifying our own heart 

“For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God…  however, IN THE 
SPIRIT HE SPEAKS MYSTERIES…He who speaks in a tongue EDIFIES HIMSELF…”  (1 
Cor. 14:2-4) 

B. Singing with our understanding from the Scriptures. 

“…in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, SINGING AND MAKING MELODY in your 
heart to the Lord,”  (Eph. 5:19) 

 
“Let the WORD OF CHRIST dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching …one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, SINGING WITH GRACE IN YOUR HEARTS to the 
Lord.”  (Col. 3:16) 

C. Singing in tongues or with understanding gives each person space to sing their own love song to 
God. It’s a beautiful time of self-expression in corporate unity.  

V. VALUE #4 CULTIVATING A PROPHETIC SPIRIT ON THE MUSICIANS   

A. Learning to flow in prophetic music and song is essential to establishing a corporate model of 
enjoyable prayer.  Why music?  Why the harp?  Why is operating in anointed music important?  
The mystery of music is in the being of God.  God is a musician.  The Holy Spirit is musical.  
Music is the greatest form of entertainment in every culture.  Why?  Because the human spirit is 
musical.  

B. Around the throne of God, the saints and angels experience the anointing of the Spirit in music 
and singing as they worship.  The combination of anointed preaching with anointed music brings 
new dimensions.  Music touches the heart deeply. Music can open the door of the heart for the 
word to be received.  

C. King David invested great amounts of resources (time and money) into cultivating anointed 
music and singers.   

“Moreover David…separated for service…sons of Asaph, of Heman, and of Jeduthun, who 
should PROPHESY WITH HARPS, STRINGED INSTRUMENTS, AND CYMBALS…Of the 
sons of Asaph…, WHO PROPHESIED according to the order of the king…six sons under the 
direction of their father Jeduthun, WHO PROPHESIED WITH A HARP to give thanks and 
to praise the LORD.”  (1 Chr. 25:1-3) 

1. Why did David invest so much resource into cultivating prophetic musicians?  Because 
this dimension in the Spirit does not come automatic.  It comes through much 
intentional training and impartation.  It takes time.  I tell pastors to get singers who 
operate in a prophetic spirit and who have a spontaneous spirit.  This is critical to 
cultivating a vibrant spiritual atmosphere in the Church. 
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2. It is not enough to add worship songs as a warm up to a prayer meeting or to have them 
merely as background music.  Musicians must cultivate a prophetic spirit that flows like a 
river inside them.   

D. Elisha the prophet asked for a musician to release the anointing of the Spirit. 
“‘But now bring me a musician.’  Then it happened, when the musician played, that the hand 
of the LORD came upon him.”  (2 Kings 3:15) 

E. The trumpets and harps are prominent in God’s End-Time strategy as seen in the book of 
Revelation.  God releases His judgments on the earth through the music of Divine trumpets (Rev 
8:13; 9:14).  They were also important in King David’s prayer ministry (2 Sam. 6:15; 1 Chr. 
13:8; 1 Chr. 15:24, 28; 16:6, 42; 2 Chr. 5:13; 7:6; 13:12, 14; 15:14; 20:28; 23:13; 29:26-27; Neh. 
4:20; 12:35, 41).   

VI. VALUE #5 ANTIPHONAL SINGING AND TEAM MINISTRY IN PRAYER   

A. Antiphonal singing means responsive singing on a biblical theme.  The harp and bowl model is 
built around antiphonal praying (singing) of the Word.  Antiphonal singing involves functioning 
in team ministry in the Holy Spirit in the realm of worship and prayer.  Antiphonal singing 
(praying) is a dynamic way to provide diversity that helps to sustain long hours of worship and 
prayer with greater intensity.  In team ministry in prayer, we are experiencing more of the flow 
of the Spirit.  This is another principle important for a corporate model of enjoyable prayer. 

B. Antiphonal singing is the model of God’s choice around the Throne.  In this scene around the 
Throne, there are different groups breaking forth in a heavenly crescendo as they minister to God 
together as one team.  

“Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before 
the Lamb, each having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.  And 
they sang a new song, saying: ‘You are worthy to take the scroll, and to open its seals; for You were slain, 
and have redeemed us to God by Your blood out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation,  And 
have made us kings and priests to our God; and we shall reign on the earth.’  Then I looked, and I heard 
the voice of many angels around the throne, the living creatures, and the elders; and the number of them 
was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice: ‘Worthy is 
the Lamb who was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom, and strength and honor and glory and 
blessing!’  And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and such as are 
in the sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying: ‘Blessing and honor and glory and power be to Him 
who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, forever and ever!’  Then the four living creatures said, ‘Amen!’  
And the twenty-four elders fell down and worshiped Him who lives forever and ever.” (Rev. 5:8-14) 

1. The four living creatures and 24 elders sing in Rev. 5:8-10. 

2. The myriads of angels join them in Rev. 5:11-12. 

3. Every creature joins the first two groups in Rev. 5:13. 

4. The four living creatures cry out in a chorus of “amen” in Rev. 5:14. 
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5. The 24 elders break out into worship in Rev. 5:14. 

VII. VALUE #6 AGREEING WITH GOD’S HEART & JOY IN ANSWERED PRAYER 

A. Holy Spirit releases divine authority on prayer that comes from God’s heart.  Understanding 
God’s heart helps us in several different ways to enjoy intimacy with Jesus. 
“Most assuredly, whatever you ask the Father in My name He will give you …Ask, and you 
will receive, that your joy may be full.”  (John 16:23-24) 

B. Inspired prayer that comes from communion with the Holy Spirit.  The result is answered prayer 
that makes our joy full.  
“If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it will be 
done for you.”  (John 15:7) 

C. Informed intercession. 

1. Accurate information about God’s heart for a people or an area is critical to reaching the 
fullness of partnering with the Holy Spirit in intercession. Prophetic observation 
(sometimes aided by human research) identifies the past activity of God, which can lead 
us to understand the redemptive purposes and prophetic promises for a specific people or 
geographic area. 

2. Learning to ask strategic questions.  Spiritual mapping is the process of asking 
strategic questions to God and from researching history. 

a. Asking God to reveal what is specifically on His heart for a people or a geographic 
area will lead us to partner in a deep way with Him. 

b. Asking questions about the history of a people or area will lead us to prayer 
strategically with informed hearts. 

D. To discern the social and spiritual dynamics at work in a specific geographic area helps the 
intercessors to sustain fervency in prayer.  This is done by enhancing our understanding of what 
God desires to release by His Spirit. People are motivated by gaining new info as the Divine drama 
in prophetic prayer unfolds.  This is the same motivation that makes a person listen intently to a 
great story.  Each detail draws them in with great attention as they understand more.  They begin to 
see the where the end of the story is going.  There is a clear sense of momentum when new 
information is discerned and new breakthroughs occur.  The revelatory focus that progressively 
unfolds more and more info contributes to sustained fervency and effectual prayer. 

VIII. VALUE #7 JOY OF EVANGELISM, WORLD MISSIONS & SERVING THE POOR 

A. The Second Commandment flows from the First Commandment. Enjoyable prayer is prayer that 
is active in the Great Harvest.  (Become ablaze with God’s heart for different justice issues, 
people, etc. –example from IHOP-KC growth out of the prayer room. 1st commandment 
overflows in the 2nd) 
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B. Enjoyable prayer is prayer that is active in the Great Harvest.  The joy of God’s heart is imparted 
to the angels and the church when the lost are saved. 
“Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who 
repents.”  (Luke 15:10) 
 
“…describing the conversion of the Gentiles; and they caused great joy to all the brethren.”  
(Acts 15:3) 
 
“For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing?  Is it not even you in the presence of our 
Lord Jesus Christ at His coming? For you are our glory and joy.”  (1 Thess. 2:19 -20) 

C. The joy of God’s heart is imparted to the church as we partner with Him in giving generously.  
“We make known to you the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia: …the 
abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded in …their liberality.  For I bear 
witness that according to their ability…they were freely willing, imploring us with much 
urgency that we would receive the gift… ministering to the saints.”  (2 Cor 8:1-4) 

 

IX. VALUE #8 PATH TO FULLNESS - JOY IN LOVING & NEEDING THE WHOLE BODY 

A. Loving the whole church in all nations and from all denominations. 

“that you may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and 
depth and height; to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled 
with all the fullness of God.”  (Eph. 3:18-19) 

 
“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!…for there 
the LORD commanded the blessing….”  (Ps. 133:1-3) 
 
“fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.”  
(Phil. 2:2) 

B. We need the whole Church.  Paul had a revelation of his need of others knowing that there is a 
“ceiling in the spirit” in his personal prayer life until the others in the church helped him in 
prayer.  Paul pleads for help in prayer from others so that he may overcome the counter attack of 
the enemy and have a more effective ministry to the church. 
“Now I beg you, brethren…through the love of the Spirit, THAT YOU STRIVE TOGETHER 
WITH ME IN PRAYERS TO GOD FOR ME, that I may be delivered from those in 
Judea…and that my service for Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints,”  (Rom. 15:30-31) 

 
“you also helping together in prayer for us, that thanks may be given by many persons …for 
the gift granted to us….”  (2 Cor. 1:11) 

C. Paul knows that his deliverance from persecution and his anointing for boldness was released in 
part from the prays of the saints. 
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“For I know that this will turn out for my deliverance through your prayer and the supply of 
the Spirit of Jesus Christ...”  (Phil. 1:19) 

 
(Second Half of 16 Values) 

X. VALUE #9 GOD-CENTERED SPIRITUAL WARFARE 

A. God-centered intercessory worship is God’s strategy for the church to resist and dislodge 
demonic spiritual forces.  As a general rule, we focus our proclamations directly to God.   

B. The New Testament distinguishes being two categories of demonic spirits – i.e. demonic spirits who 
dwell inside people and demonic spirits that dwell in heavenly places called principalities, powers, 
rulers of the darkness of this age and spiritual hosts of wickedness (Eph. 6:12).  The Bible teaches 
two different strategies in confronting these two different categories of demonic spirits.  As a rule 
(there are exceptions), we directly rebuke spirits that dwell inside humans.  However, we dismantle 
principalities in the heavens (dislodging or wrestle with evil spirits in the heavens) by directly 
addressing God. (There are exceptions to this general rule.) 

C. Engaging in spiritual warfare is essentially done by agreeing with God and disagreeing with 
the enemy.  Spiritual warfare operates through agreement with God’s heart  

D. God-ward prayers – the intercessory prayers in the Scripture are all God-centered.  In other words, 
all of the approximately 25-30 New Testament apostolic prayers are directed to God instead of sin 
and the devil.  There are no New Testament intercessory prayers directed at the devil or at sin.  
Therefore, our primary focus is God-centered prayers instead of demon-centered or sin-focused 
prayers.  (On specific occasions the Holy Spirit may lead the church to war against a principality in a 
direct way.  This is a governmental function that requires unity with the Holy Spirit. ) 

XI. VALUE #10 BIBLICAL PRAYERS USING GOD’S LANGUAGE   

A. Biblical prayers are the actual prayer and worship texts from the Scripture. Locating the 
actual prayer verses of the Bible is not the same as merely praying Bible verses (that are not 
prayers).  Biblical prayers are the language of God’s heart.  They are such a valuable gift to the 
Church because they originated in God’s burning heart for His people.   

B. We encourage people to avoid “preaching prayers.”  These are “prayers” which have more 
exhortation to people than praying to God.  They result from selecting a good Bible exhortation 
and seeking to use it as a prayer.  These prayers are then turned into mini–sermons on the mic 
during times designated for intercession.  

C. New Testament prayers are positive prayers.  In other words, they focus on asking God to release 
good qualities instead of asking Him to removing negative qualities.  For example, Paul prayed to 
release love, faith, unity, peace, righteousness and power instead of asking the Lord to remove 
hate, unbelief, division, fear or sin.   
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D. Apostolic prayers direct our hearts to a process of being awakened in love.  The Lord 
designed the New Testament prayers around the spiritual principle that we grow in love with 
whoever we pray for. God loves those we pray for. When we pray what’s on his heart, our heart 
gets transformed to agree with his love for them. We grow in compassion.  

E. The positive focus of apostolic prayers brings unity of heart Using biblical prayers with God’s 
language makes it easier to connect with others in the prayer meeting.  Biblical prayers are God’s 
language, not my personal ‘journal language,’ nor my ‘unique spiritual revelation.’ My journal 
language and God’s revelation to me are beautiful, but not everyone can rally around them. 
Biblical prayers are from God for the people of God. They express both his heart towards people 
and his purposes. Unbiblical, negative, preaching prayers are hard to agree with.  The result is 
that others in the prayer room are distracted and disengaged. God answers negative prayer, but it 
often hinders the unity of people in a prayer room.  God can sort through the confusing negative 
preaching prayers to answer the cry of our heart. But we, as people, are not as good as God is 
about sorting through one another’s prayer. Thus to facilitate unity in the room, we stick to the 
biblical, positive prayers.  

F. The positive focus of apostolic prayers brings healing of our emotions – praying biblical 
prayers have changed my emotional chemistry.  These prayers were designed by God to heal and 
empower the human spirit.  Our hearts are constructed in such a way that they soar under the 
positive principles embodied in the apostolic prayers.  

G. A positive focus of the apostolic prayers is essential in helping us to operate in faith.  Theology 
on the victorious church is strongly developed in the apostolic prayers.  God put these prayers 
into the hearts of His servants to pray because God plans to answer them.  For example, “that the 
church might be filled with the fullness of God,” (Eph. 3:19).   

H. Guaranteed prayers – the New Testament apostolic prayers are the prayers that burn in God’s 
heart.  They are like checks that are already signed.  They are waiting for a co-signer on the 
earth.  They are guaranteed. 

I. Summary – The apostolic prayers in the New Testament are not a limitation. They are the 
launching pad and the safety net.  I imagine a day where trained people pray in unity with 
positive biblical focus resulting in the majority of the prayer room soaring in unity.  This is the 
vision of my heart.  This is the reason to labor for a New Testament model of prayer.  

XII. VALUE #11  PLATFORM MINISTRY STYLE – EXALTING JESUS 

A. Core Value – using the Scripture as we learn to flow in the Holy Spirit to draw attention to Jesus 
and not to people on the platform. 

B. The Holy Spirit’s zeal to exhibit Jesus not the servants of Jesus  
“He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you.” (John 16:14) 

C. The Apostle Paul’s zeal to exhibit Jesus not himself  
“For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus …”  (2 Cor. 4:5) 
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D. John the Baptist’s primary value as a friends of the Bridegroom  

“He must increase, but I must decrease.”  (John 3:30) 

E. Genuineness in ministry style is a very important value.  This speaks of our commitment to refuse 
exaggeration of the Holy Spirit’s activity or to seek to produce (manipulate) a human response that is 
not genuinely from the heart.   

F. We don’t want platform theatrics, soulish exhibitionism and hype that draw undo attention to 
conference personalities.  Soulish exhibitionism refers to activity that seeks to draw attention to 
oneself.  In our zeal to magnify Jesus such things have no place in our platform ministry style.  
Our desire is to pursue excellence, humility and a spirit of hiddenness (even though in front of 
multitudes) in all that we do on the platform.  This will involve being more restrained than some 
are accustomed to in their previous ministry involvement with other charismatic ministries. 

G. Overly animated public ministry style.  Some people develop personal “signature platform 
expressions” that distinguish them from others.  This is common in the entertainment world, but 
not the goal for the House of Prayer. We are in a corporate setting so some things that are 
appropriate in your living room, when you are alone with God, is not appropriate in public.  

H. One of the gifts of the Holy Spirit is self-control (Gal 5.22-23). When we restrain in our outward 
expression for the sake of love of others in a corporate setting, we are not quenching the Holy 
Spirit, we are actually operating in one of His gifts. I’m not saying you have to sit or stand like a 
stiff board. I’m saying that the value here highlighted is to submit to one another in love. We 
want to facilitate a corporate gaze on God, not on people.  

XIII. VALUE #12 NECESSITY OF PERSEVERANCE – STAYING ENGAGED IN PRAYER 
 
“And there is no one who calls on Your name, who stirs himself up to take hold of You; for You have 
hidden Your face from us…”  (Isa. 64:7) 
 
“praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all 
perseverance and supplication for all the saints”  (Eph. 6:18) 
A. We value perseverance in prayer, in order to be attentive with spiritual intensity that engages 

with God and in order to remain in the flow of the Spirit during prayer meetings.  The place of 
perseverance in prayer for others is to labor in love for their breakthrough.  Such wrestling in 
prayer is a dynamic expression of love.  

B. Persevering, boldness in prayer in the Holy Spirit opens the door to benefits that many are content to live 
without.  We are not content to live without the fullness of what God has.  The blessing of God is sometimes 
withheld until we respond in our cooperation with God’s grace.  

C. It is natural to passively disengage while others are praying.  However, it is important to rise up to be 
active and not passive and lethargic in the prayer room as we stir ourselves up to overcome a 
wondering mind, tired body and distracted heart.  

XIV. VALUE #13 MILITANT BOLDNESS AGAINST THE WORKS OF DARKNESS  
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A. Cultivating a militant spirit with bold faith will result in greater blessing being released.  Boldness to 
stand against demonic activity in those we prayer for will often make a significant difference.  
Sometimes it will be the difference between life and death.  

B. A militant spirit enables us to rise up to aggressively withstand and, then, quench the attacks of 
the devil.  

“For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that HE MIGHT DESTROY THE WORKS 
OF THE DEVIL.”  (1 John 3:8) 
 
“…that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.”  (Eph. 6:11) 
 
“…taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked one.”  (Eph. 6:16) 
 
“from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and 
THE VIOLENT TAKE IT BY FORCE”  (Matt. 11:12)  

C. The combination of a militant spirit with a spirit of devotion in intimacy with God is rare.  This 
combination is vital in the Harp and Bowl model.   

D. We can boldly declare the truth and victory over the people and cities we pray for. Proclamation 
prayers of truth! “Bangor, you will love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and 
strength.” 

XV. VALUE #14 CONVICTION OF COMING REVIVAL & THE VICTORIOUS CHURCH  

A. When the conviction of revival runs high, then faith for night and day prayer runs high.  Believing 
God for the big things that He has promised is essential fuel for night and day prayer ministries.  God 
has promised great things for His church.  Therefore, we will not draw back with religious timidity 
and false humility, which is unbelief.   

B. Bold agreement with God is essential for the breakthrough of revival.  We value the zealous 
pursuit of a historic breakthrough of the Spirit. 

C. We want to see the church arise into “greater works” and leading multitudes to Jesus (John 
14:12). 

XVI. VALUE #15 REVELATION OF THE END-TIME JUDGMENTS OF GOD 

The End-Time judgment of God (Lk. 17:22-37) was the context that Jesus used to call His people to night 
and day prayer for the release “speedy” justice in the earth (Lk. 18:1-8). 
“Then the Lord said, “Hear what the unjust judge said. 7 And shall God not avenge His own elect who 
cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with them? 8 I tell you that He will avenge them 
speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?” (Lk. 18:6-8) 

XVII. VALUE #16 STRUCTURE AND LEADERSHIP IN PRAYER MEETINGS 
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A. Principle – the Harp and Bowl model is seeking to establish a structure that is designed to launch the 
highest amount of spontaneity possible for a 24-hour-a-day schedule.  We are seeking a worship model 
that combines both structure and spontaneity and reflects the worship around the Throne in the heavenly 
symphony (Rev. 4-5).   

B. The Harp and Bowl model is a “prophetic liturgy.”  Our desire is to worship God with 
spontaneity (prophetic), therefore we have structure (liturgy).   

1. Prophetic – includes spontaneous fresh new expressions and creativity. 
2. Liturgy – includes form and structure that facilitate more spontaneity.    

C. Our structure is a permission-giving mechanism.  We experience more spontaneous flow of Holy 
Spirit within the boundaries of a model if the model is designed properly.  A good and effective 
structure helps a group of people cooperate better with the flow of the Holy Spirit as it aids the 
team in boldness and unity.   

D. The necessity of human leadership is a God-given principle necessary to flow in the Spirit (Matt. 
16:19; 18:18).  

E. The harp and bowl model uses communication tools as well, to help everyone flow together in 
times of spontaneity.  

F. When everyone knows his or her role, they can operate fully in it. Clarifying positions, roles and 
expectations, helps form unity and also allows for corporate spontaneity.  

 
  


